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UM ROTC CAN HELP W ITH H IG H ER EDUCATION COSTS
MISSOULA—
Paying for college can be a traumatic experience. For some a dream school may be out
of the question because of tuition costs and the lack of funds to pay for them. Luckily there are
options out there. Army ROTC at The University of Montana offers an alternative to the usual
student loans.
A student may be eligible to receive up to $30,400 for in-state tuition and up to
$54,400 in scholarships for out-of-state tuition, according to Lt. Col. Eric Kettenring, the
enrollment officer for UM ’s ROTC program. In fact, students can even attend college
immediately after high school and still receive extensive benefits.
"The No. 1 benefit from the cadet’s standpoint is the financial assistance that we
offer," Kettering said. "It seems to be an overriding motive for most of the students that I’ve
met with. Army ROTC offers three-year and four-year scholarships to people coming right out
of high school and two- and three-year scholarships for students already in college."
Another option, the Simultaneous Membership Program (SMP), allows students to
enlist in the National Guard or Reserves, to participate in ROTC and to become a
commissioned officer upon graduation. SMP students can receive up to $51,000 for four years
of college with an average of more than $10,000 a year.
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Cadets receive a monthly stipend depending on their year in school, as well as money
for books and supplies. They also have the chance to receive monetary awards throughout the
school year.
For cadets the money is nice, but other benefits of the program are even better.
"The second most important issue for the students has typically been their career,"
Kettenring said. "They are excited about the opportunity to serve in the military and see the
military as a way to meet career aspirations and goals."
A cadet’s career in the program is divided into two courses: basic for the freshmen and
sophomores and advanced for the juniors and seniors.
"For sophomore and freshmen, their requirements are what I would describe as
minimal," Kettenring said. "They attend classes two to three days a week and do PT (physical
training) with us."
Cadets in the advanced course have a bigger time commitment.
"In their junior and senior year, much more time is required," Kettenring said. "Cadets
do PT three to five days a week and they are in class two days. Class and lab require all of
Tuesday afternoon."
Throughout the school year, cadets participate in land navigation, field training
exercises and marksmanship qualifications with M-16 rifles. They also have the opportunity to
attend airborne and air assault schools.
Upon graduation, the cadets are commissioned as second lieutenants in the Army and
are virtually guaranteed jobs right out of college.
"They see themselves being able to graduate from college without a lot of debt because
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of the Army’s help," Kettenring said. "They see the ability for worldwide travel, excellent
jobs, and a guaranteed career after college."
Anyone interested in the program may contact Kettenring at (406) 243-2627 and he will
be happy to discuss the program. Students who choose to go with the SMP option will be
referred to the appropriate recruiter. Students also are welcome to contact the Montana Army
National Guard at (800) 315-1137 or the United States Army Reserve at (800) USA-ARMY or
(406) 728-5024.
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